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SAFETY AND CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
Please memorize this safety and contingency plan and keep a copy of it in your possession at all 
times while you are in France. 
 
While you are in Strasbourg, you will be fairly independent. You will be living with a family, taking 
public transportation to your classes at the language school, CIEL, and exploring the city together with 
me or with friends you make in your classes. As a general policy, let your host family know where you 
are going to be during the day or evening and when you are likely to get back. That way, in the highly 
unlikely case of something happening to you, your absence will be noted and acted upon. 
 
I will have a telephone number where I can be reached in Strasbourg. The number for the hotel (called 
Citadines) is 03.90.22.47.00, but after my arrival I will also have a number that goes directly to my room 
which I will give you. If I do not answer, always try the hotel number and they will take a message when 
the reception desk is open. Since it is an apartment hotel, the reception desk is not staffed 24 hours a day. 
I do not yet know my cell phone number (I need to buy a SIM card after arrival), but I will give it to you 
at our first official activity on Sunday, May 17. We will have regular contact, of course, through the Faces 
of France course and our excursions. However, if you plan to do some traveling on your own on free days 
when there are no classes, you must let me and your host family know where you are planning to go and 
when you are likely to return. In the case of a health or safety emergency (you break an arm, your wallet 
is stolen), contact me immediately. 
 
CIEL carefully selects and monitors the host families, but if you have any concerns about your hosts, 
come talk to me immediately. 
 
Strasbourg is a reasonably safe city, but you should always exercise big-city caution. It is always better to 
be with a group at night. During the day you are quite safe, but in the more heavily touristed sites there 
are pickpockets, so be very aware of your belongings! 
 
In the event of a general emergency in the city, contact me and go to your host family’s home. If the 
emergency precludes your getting home, go to my hotel, Citadines, 50-54 rue du Jeu des Enfants, and 
wait until everyone in the group is assembled. If the emergency precludes our meeting at that location, 
then proceed to the cathedral, preferably inside the entrance, but outside the entrance if it is closed. 
 
When we are in Paris, we will be together most of the time, but you will have some free time to explore 
and shop on your own. Compared to American big cities, Paris is fairly safe, but once again, you must 
exercise caution and it is best to be in a group or with at least one other person. Paris is also particularly 
known for pickpockets, especially in the metro, so once again be very aware of your belongings! If you 
are going to go off at any time on your own, you must tell me where you are planning to go and 
approximately when you will return to the hotel. 
 
In the event of a personal health or safety emergency in Paris when we are not together, contact me on my 
cell phone or at the hotel (Mary’s Hotel, 15, rue de Malte; telephone: 01.47.00.81.70) or leave a message 
for me. If there is a general emergency, return to the hotel at once. If the emergency prevents us from 
meeting at the hotel, proceed to just outside the entrance to the Oberkampf metro station where rue de 



 
Malte, rue de Crissol and boulevard de Voltaire all cross each other, and wait until everyone in the group 
is assembled. Keep your map of Paris with you at all times so that you can find your way around. 


